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Claim 1. (Currently Amended) A compound of the formula: 

'-3 R23 R22 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, wherein, 

n is 0, 1, 2, or 3; 

each Ri is independently H, Ci-Cg alkyl, phenyl (Cx-Cs) alky 1 , or 
Ca-Cs alkenyl; 

R2 is phenyl, phenyl (C1-C4) alkyl, Ci-Cg alkyl, - (C1-C4) alkyl- 
C(0)NH2, -(C1-C4) alkyl-C(0)NH(Ci-C4) alkyl, - (C1-C4) alkyl- 
C(0)N(Ci-C4) alkyl (C1-C4) alkyl, - (C1-C4) alkyl-S (O) b- (C1-C4) 
alkyl, (Ci-C4) hydroxyalkyl , - (C1-C4) alkyl -heterocycloalkyl , 
or - {C1-C4) alkyl -heteroaryl, wherein the heterocycloalkyl 
group is optionally fused to a phenyl ring and wherein the 
heterocycloalkyl portion, the phenyl portion, or both are 
optionally substituted with a total of 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups 
that are independently halogen, C1-C4 alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, 
-SO2- (C1-C4) alkyl, C1-C4 haloalkyl, or C1-C4 haloalkoxy; 
wherein b is 0, 1, or 2; 

R3 is H or -CO2R1, 

R20/ R21, R22, and R23 are independently selected from H, 

arylalkoxy, arylalkyl, halogen, alkyl, OH, alkoxy, NO2, NH2, 
NH(Ci-C6) alkyl, N (Ci-Cg) alkyl (Ci-Cg) alkyl , NH-aryl, -N(Ci-C4 
alkyl )C(0)aryl, -NHC{0)aryl, NHarylalkyl, NHC (O) - (C1-C4) 
alkyl-aryl, N(Ci-C4 alkyl) C (0) - (C1-C4) alkyl-aryl, N(Ci- 
C4) alkyl -aryl, -NHSOg-aryl, -N (Ci-C4alkyl) S02aryl , or -N(Ci- 
C4alkyl) arylalkyl, wherein the aryl group is optionally 
substituted with 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups that are 
independently Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, halogen, OH, NO2, 
haloalkyl, haloalkoxy; 
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L is -SO2NH-, or -S02N{Ci-C4) alkyl-, — NHSGa,— ? C(0)NH , 

C(0)N(C^ -e 4)alkyl , 80^— C (0) (C^ -^ 4) alkyl , ^i-S^f 

alkyl C(0) , — NB—, — me^-G ^) alkyl , wherein the alkyl group 
is optionally substituted with phenyl, which is optionally 
substituted with 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups that are 
independently Ci-Cs alkyl, Ci-Cs alkoxy, halogen, OH, NO2, 
haloalkyl, or haloalkoxy; 

La is a bond; 

L3 is a bond; 

the A ring is thiazolyl, pyrazolyl, furanyl, dihydropyrazolyl , 
benzof uranyl , dibenzof uranyl , pyrimidyl, pyridyl, 
quinolinyl, naphthyl, quinazolinyl , benzo [b] thiophene, 
imidazolyl, isothiazolyl , pyrrolyl, oxazolyl, triazolyl, 
each of which is optionally substituted with 1, 2, or 3 
groups that are independently, halogen, Ci-Cg alkyl, C1-C4 
alkoxy, Ci-Cg alkoxycarbonyl , haloalkyl, haloalkoxy, NO2, 
CN, NH2, NH{Ci-C6) alkyl, N (Ci-Cg) alkyl( Ci-Cg ) alkyl ; 
Q is H, aryl, aryl, -aryl-carbonyl-aryl, -aryl- alkyl -aryl, - 
aryl-heteroaryl, -aryl-heterocycloalkyl, -heteroaryl, 
-heteroaryl- alkyl -aryl, or -heterocycloalkyl, wherein the 
aforementioned cyclic groups are optionally substituted 
with 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 groups that are independently 
alkoxycarbonyl, Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, halogen, 
haloalkyl, haloalkoxy, NRgR?, or phenyl; wherein 
Rg and R7 are independently H, Ci-Cg alkyl, aryl (Ci-Cg) alkyl , 
alkanoyl, arylalkanoyl , alkoxycarbonyl, 
arylalkoxycarbonyl, heteroarylearbonyl, heteroaryl, 
heterocycloalkylcarbonyl, -C(0)NH2, -C(0)NH(Ci- 
Cs) alkyl, -C (O)N(Ci-Ce) alkyl (Ci-Cs) alkyl, or -SOa-aryl, 
wherein the cyclic groups are optionally substituted 
with 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups that are independently 
halogen, C1-C4 alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, NO2, OH, NH2, NH(Ci- 



C6)alkyl, N(Ci-Cs)alkyl (Ci-Ce)alkyl, haloalkyl or 
haloalkoxy, and 

Z is NHC (0) aryl, — ^-(€3,— G 4 alkyl) C (O) aryl , — e^f^phenyl, wherein the 
phenyl groups arc group is optionally substituted with 1, 
2, 3, 4, or 5 groups that are independently Ci-Ce alkyl, Ci- 
C5 alkoxy, halogen, haloalkyl, haloalkoxy, or NOai — es' 

-{Gi-G ^} al]c:yl {Ca r-G ^) cycloallcyl . 

Claim 2 . (Currently Amended) A compound according to 
claim 1, wherein 

Ri is H, Ci-Cg alkyl, benzyl, or allyl; 

R2 is phenyl, phenyl (C1-C4) alkyl, Ci-Cg alkyl, - (C1-C4) alkyl- 
C(0)NH2, - (C1-C4) alkyl -C(0)NH(Ci-C4) alkyl, - (C1-C4) alkyl- 
C (0)N(Ci-C4) alkyl (C1-C4) alkyl, - (C1-C4) alkyl-S (0) b- (C1-C4) 
alkyl, (C1-C4) hydroxyalkyl , - (C1-C4) alkyl -pyridinyl , - (Ci- 
C4) alkyl -piperidinyl, - (C1-C4) alkyl -pyrrol idinyl , or - (Ci- 
C4) alkyl -tetrahydrofuranyl, wherein the heterocycloalkyl 
group is optionally fused to a phenyl ring and wherein the 
heterocycloalkyl portion, the phenyl portion, or both are 
optionally substituted with a total of 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups 
that are independently halogen, C1-C4 alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, 
-SO2- (C1-C4) alkyl, C1-C4 haloalkyl, .or C1-C4 haloalkoxy; 
wherein b is 0, 1, or 2; 

the A ring is thiazolyl, pyrazolyl, dihydropyrazolyl , 

benzof uranyl , imidazolyl, isothiazolyl, pyrrolyl, oxazolyl, 
pyrimidyl, or triazolyl, each of which is optionally 
substituted with 1, 2, or 3 groups that are independently, 
halogen, Ci-Cg alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, haloalkyl, haloalkoxy, 
NO2, NH2, NH (Ci-Cg) alkyl, N (Ci-Cg) alkyl (Ci-Cs) alkyl ; 

Q is Er-, — phenyl , — naphthyl , ■ phenyl , naphthyl , -phenyl -carbonyl- 
phenyl, -phenyl - (C1-C4) alkyl- phenyl, -phenyl -pyridyl , - 



phenyl -pyrimidyl , -phenyl -oxazolyl , -phenyl -thiazolyl , - 
phenyl -imidazolyl, -phenyl -pyrrolyl , -phenyl -piperidinyl , 
-phenyl -pyrrol idinyl, -phenyl -piperazinyl , -phenyl - 
morphol inyl , -phenyl - thiomorphol inyl , -phenyl - 
thiomorpholinyl dioxide, -phenyl-, pyridyl, pyrimidyl, 
f uranyl , thienyl , benzof uranyl , benzothienyl , pyrrolyl , 
imidazolyl, -pyridyl- (C1-C4) alkyl -phenyl, -pyrimidyl- (Ci- 
C4) alkyl -phenyl , raorpholinyl, thiomorpholinyl, 
dibenzof uranyl , thiomorpholinyl dioxide, imidazol idinyl , 
tetrahydrof uranyl , tetrahydrothienyl , piperidinyl , 
pyrrolidinyl, or piperazinyl, wherein the aforementioned 
cyclic groups are optionally substituted with 1, 2, 3, 4, 
or 5 groups that are independently alkoxycarbonyl , Ci-Cg 
alkyl, Ci-Ce alkoxy, halogen, haloalkyl, haloalkoxy, NRgR?, 
or phenyl ; wherein 

Re and R7 are independently H, Ci-Cg alkyl, phenyl (Ci - 

Cs) alkyl, Ca-Cg alkanoyl, phenyl (Ci-Cg) alkanoyl , Ci-Cg 
alkoxycarbonyl , phenyl (Ci-Ce) alkoxycarbonyl , 
pyridylcarbonyl, furanylcarbonyl , pyridyl, pyrimidyl, 
piper idinyl carbonyl, pyrrol idinyl carbonyl , -C(0)NH2/ - 
C(0)NH(Ci-C6) alkyl, -C (O) N (Ci-Cg) alkyl (Ci-Cg) alkyl , or - 
SOa-phenyl, wherein the cyclic groups are optionally 
substituted with 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups that are 
independently halogen, C1-C4 alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, NO2, 
OH, NH2, NH(Ci-C6) alkyl, N (Ci-Cs) alkyl (Ci-Cg) alkyl , C1-C2 
haloalkyl or C1-C2 haloalkoxy, and 

Z is miC(O) phenyl, — MIC (0) naphthyl , — M4e^-g 4 allcyl ) C (0) phenyl , 

^HSa-— S-a - allcyl ) C (O) naphthyl , naphthyl , — e^^phenyl, wherein the 
phenyl groups arc group is optionally substituted with 1, 
2, 3, 4, or 5 groups that are independently Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci- 
Cs alkoxy, halogen, C1-C2 haloalkyl, C1-C2 haloalkoxy, or 
NOzi—e^ 
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NIIC (O) — {Gi-e ^) aDzyl ( C^ -e ^) cycloalleyl , 



Claim 3 . (Currently Amended) A compound according to 

claim 2, wherein 

L is -SO2NH-, or -S02N(Ci-C4) alkyl-^ NHSGa.— ? C(0)NH , 

C(0)N(C^ -G ^)alkyl , SO^^ C (O) (C j^-G ^) alkyl , fei-S^f 

alkyl C(0) — 7 — Nli , or — ^^63,-8 4) allcyl , wherein the alkyl 
group is optionally substituted with phenyl, which is 
optionally substituted with 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups that are 
independently Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, halogen, OH, NO2, 
C1-C2 haloalkyl, or C1-C2 haloalkoxy; 
and 

R20f R-21/ and R23 are independently selected from H, 

phenyl (C1-C4) alkoxy , phenyl (C1-C4) alkyl , halogen, alkyl, OH, 
alkoxy, NO2, NH2, NH (Ci-Ce) alkyl, N (Ci-Cg) alkyl (Ci-Cg) alkyl , 
NH-phenyl, -NHC (O) - (C1-C4) alkyl-phenyl , -N (C1-C4 alkyl) C (0) - 
(C1-C4) alkyl-phenyl, N (C1-C4) alkyl-phenyl , -NHSO2 -phenyl , - 
N(Ci-C4alkyl) S02phenyl, NHbenzyl, or -N (Ci-Cg) alkylbenzyl , 
wherein the phenyl and naphthyl groups are optionally 
substituted with 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups that are 
independently Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, halogen, OH, NO2, 
C1-C2 haloalkyl, or C1-C2 haloalkoxy. 

Claim 4. (Currently Amended) A compound according to 
claim 3, wherein 

L is -SO2NH-, or -S02N(Ci-C4) alkyl-, C(0)NH , C(0)M(C3 ,- 

€ 4) alkyl , mi , or — mGi-G^ ^) alkyl , wherein the alkyl 

group is optionally substituted with phenyl, which is 
optionally substituted with 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups that are 
independently Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci-Cs alkoxy, halogen, OH, NO2, 
C1-C2 haloalkyl, or C1-C2 haloalkoxy; 



Ri is H, Ci-Ce alkyl, benzyl or allyl; 

R2 is phenyl, phenyl (C1-C4) alkyl, Ci-Cs alkyl, - (C1-C4) alkyl- 
C(0)NH2, - (C1-C4) alkyl-C(0)NH(Ci-C4) alkyl, - (C1-C4) alkyl- 
C (0)N(Ci-C4) alkyl (C1-C4) alkyl, - (C1-C4) alkyl-S (O) b- (C1-C4) 
alkyl, (C1-C4) hydroxyalkyl , - (C1-C4) alkyl -piper idinyl , - 
(C1-C4) alkyl -pyrrol idinyl , wherein the heterocycloalkyl 
group is optionally fused to a phenyl ring and wherein the 
heterocycloalkyl portion, the phenyl portion, or both are 
optionally substituted with a total of 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups 
that are independently halogen, C1-C4 alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, 
-S02-(Ci-C4) alkyl, C1-C4 haloalkyl, or C1-C4 haloalkoxy; 
wherein b is 0, 1, or 2; 

R3 is H; 

R20A R21/ R22/ and R23 are independently selected from H, 

phenyl (C1-C4) alkoxy, phenyl (C1-C4) alkyl , halogen, alkyl, OH, 
alkoxy, NO2, NH2, NH (Ci-Cs) alkyl , N (Ci-Cs) alkyl (Ci-Cg) alkyl , 
NH-phenyl, N (C1-C4) alkyl -phenyl , NHbenzyl, or -N(Ci- 
Cg) alkylbenzyl, wherein the phenyl groups are optionally 
substituted with 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups that are 
independently Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, halogen, OH, NO2, 
C1-C2 haloalkyl, or C1-C2 haloalkoxy; 

the A ring is thiazolyl, pyrazolyl, dihydropyrazolyl , 

benzofuranyl, imidazolyl, isothiazoiyl , pyrrolyl , oxazolyl, 
pyrimidyl, or triazolyl, each of which is optionally 
substituted with 1, or 2 groups that are independently, 
halogen, Ci-Cg alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, haloalkyl, haloalkoxy, 
NO2, NH2, NHCCi-Cg) alkyl, N (Ci-Cg) alkyl (Ci-Cg) alkyl ; 

Q is H, phenyl, naphthyl, phenyl , naphthyl , -phenyl -carbonyl- 
phenyl, -phenyl - (C1-C4) alkyl- phenyl, -phenyl -pyridyl , 
-phenyl -pyrimidyl , -phenyl -pyrrolyl , -phenyl -piperidinyl , 
-phenyl -pyrrol idinyl, -phenyl -piperazinyl , -phenyl-, 
pyridyl, pyrimidyl, furanyl, thienyl, pyrrolyl, imidazolyl. 



-pyridyl- (C1-C4) alkyl -phenyl , imidazolidinyl , 
dibenzof uranyl , tetrahydrof uranyl , tetrahydrothienyl , 
piperidinyl, pyrrolidinyl , or piperazinyl, wherein the 
aforementioned cyclic groups are optionally substituted 
with 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 groups that are independently 
alkoxycarbonyl , Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, halogen, C1-C4 
haloalkyl, C1-C4 haloalkoxy, NRgRv, or phenyl; wherein 
Rg and R7 are independently H, Cx-Cg alkyl, phenyl (Ci - 

Cg) alkyl, Ca-Cg alkanoyl, phenyl (Ci-Cg) alkanoyl , Ci-Cg 
alkoxycarbonyl , phenyl ( Ci - Cg ) alkoxycarbonyl , 
pyridylcarbonyl, or -SOa-phenyl, wherein the cyclic 
groups are optionally substituted with 1, 2, 3, or 4 
groups that are independently halogen, C1-C4 alkyl, Ci- 
C4 alkoxy, NO2, OH, NH2, NH (Ci-Cg) alkyl , N(Ci- 
Cs) alkyl (Ci-Cs) alkyl, C1-C2 haloalkyl or C1-C2 
haloalkoxy, and 

Z is MIIC(O) phenyl, NHC (0) naphthyl , — ^^-€ 4 allcyl ) C ( 0 ) phenyl , 

¥HGi-G ^ alkyl) C(0)naphthyl, naphthyl, or phenyl, wherein the 
phenyl groups arc group is optionally substituted with 1, 
2, 3, 4, or 5 groups that are independently Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci- 
Cg alkoxy, halogen, C1-C2 haloalkyl, C1-C2 haloalkoxy, or 
NO27— 

— NHC(O) — ^^-^ ^) alkyl (C 3.-e ?) ayaloalkyl , or — N-fSi- 
€ 4) alkylC (0) — ^3.-64 .) alkyl (Ca -G ^) cycloallcyl . 



Claim 5. (original) A compound according to claim 4 of 
the formula 

R21 O2 9^2Ri 

"La 
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wherein, 

Ri is H, C1-C4 alkyl, or benzyl; 

R2 is phenyl, phenyl (C1-C4) alkyl, Ci-Cg alkyl, - (C1-C4) alkyl- 
piperidinyl, - (C1-C4) alkyl -pyrrol idinyl, wherein the 
heterocycloalkyl group is optionally fused to a phenyl ring 
and wherein the heterocycloalkyl portion, the phenyl 
portion, or both are optionally substituted with a total of 
1, 2, 3, or 4 groups that are independently halogen, C1-C4 
alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, -SO2- (C1-C4) alkyl, C1-C2 haloalkyl, or 
C1-C2 haloalkoxy; 

Rio is H, Ci-Ce alkyl, wherein the alkyl group is optionally 

substituted with phenyl, which is optionally substituted 
with 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups that are independently Ci-Ce 
alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, halogen, OH, NO2, C1-C2 haloalkyl, or 
C1-C2 haloalkoxy; and 

R20/ and R21, are independently selected from H, benzyloxy, 

benzyl, halogen, C1-C4 alkyl, OH, C1-C4 alkoxy, NO2, NH2, 
NH(Ci-C6) alkyl, N (Ci-Cg) alkyl (Ci-Cg) alkyl , NH-phenyl, N(Ci- 
C4) alkyl -phenyl, NHbenzyl, or -N(Ci-C6) alkylbenzyl, wherein 
the phenyl groups are optionally substituted with 1, 2, 3, 
or 4 groups that are independently Ci-Cg alkyl, Cx-Cg alkoxy, 
halogen, OH, NO2, C1-C2 haloalkyl, or C1-C2 haloalkoxy. 

Claim 6. (Currently Amended) A compound according to 
claim 5, wherein 

the A ring is thiazolyl, pyrazolyl, dihydropyrazolyl , 
benzof uranyl , imidazolyl, isothiazolyl , pyrrolyl, 
pyrimidyl, or oxazolyl, each of which is optionally 
substituted with 1, or 2 groups that are independently, 
halogen, Ci-Cg alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, haloalkyl, haloalkoxy, 
NO2, NH2, NH(Ci-Cs) alkyl, N (Ci-Cs) alkyl (Ci-Cg) alkyl ; 
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Q is II, phenyl, naphthyl, phenyl, naphthyl, -phenyl -carbonyl - 
phenyl, -phenyl -pyridyl , -phenyl -piperidinyl , -phenyl - 
pyrrol idinyl, pyridyl, pyrimidyl, furanyl, thienyl, 
piperidinyl, dibenzof uranyl , pyrrolidinyl , or piperazinyl, 
wherein the aforementioned cyclic groups are optionally 
substituted with 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 groups that are 
independently alkoxycarbonyl , Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, 
halogen, C1-C4 haloalkyl, C1-C4 haloalkoxy, or NRgR?; wherein 
Rg and R7 are independently H, Ci-Cg alkyl, phenyl (Ci - 



C4) alkyl, Ca-Cs alkanoyl, phenyl (C1-C4) alkanoyl , Ci-Cg 
alkoxycarbonyl , phenyl ( Ci - C4 ) alkoxycarbonyl , 

pyridylcarbonyl , or -S02-phenyl, wherein the cyclic 
groups are optionally substituted with 1, 2, 3, or 4 
groups that are independently halogen, C1-C4 alkyl, Ci- 
C4 alkoxy, NO2, OH, NH2, NH (Ci-Cs) alkyl , N(Ci- 
C6)alkyl (Ci-Cg) alkyl, CF3, or OCF3, and 



Z is miC(O) phenyl, — NIIC (0) naphthyl , JHGi-G^ , alkyl) C (O) phenyl, 

tHSjr— € 4 alkyl ) C (0) naphthyl , naphthyl , or phenyl, wherein the 



2, 3, 4, or 5 groups that are independently Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci- 
Cg alkoxy, halogen, C1-C2 haloalkyl, C1-C2 haloalkoxy, or 
NO2-?— ea? 



Claim 7. (Currently Amended) A compound according to 
claim 6, wherein 
Ri is H, C1-C4 alkyl, or benzyl; 

R2 is phenyl, phenyl (C1-C4) alkyl, Ci-Cg alkyl, wherein the phenyl 
portion, or both are optionally substituted with a total of 
1, 2, 3, or 4 groups that are independently halogen, C1-C4 
alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, -SO2- (C1-C4) alkyl, CF3, or OCF3; 



phenyl group; 



group is optionally substituted with 1, 
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Rio is H, C1-C4 alkyl, wherein the alkyl group is optionally- 
substituted with phenyl, which is optionally substituted 
with 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups that are independently Ci-Ce 
alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, halogen, OH, NO2, C1-C2 haloalkyl , or 
C1-C2 haloalkoxy; and 
R20, and R21, are independently selected from H, halogen, C1-C4 
alkyl, OH, C1-C4 alkoxy, NO2, NH2, NH (Ci-Cg) alkyl , or N(Ci- 
Cg) alkyl (Ci-Ce) alkyl , 
the A ring is thiazolyl, pyrazolyl, dihydropyrazolyl , 
benzof uranyl , imidazolyl, isothiazolyl , pyrrolyl, 
pyrimidyl, or oxazolyl, each of which is optionally 
substituted with 1, or 2 groups that are independently, 
halogen, Ci-Cg alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, haloalkyl, haloalkoxy, 
NO2, NH2, NH(Ci-C6) alkyl, N (d-Ce) alkyl (Ci-Cg) alkyl ; 
Q is H, phenyl, naphthyl, phenyl , naphthyl , pyridyl, pyrimidyl, 
f uranyl, thienyl, piperidinyl, pyrrolidinyl, or 
piperazinyl, wherein the aforementioned cyclic groups are 
optionally substituted with 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 groups that 
are independently alkoxycarbonyl , Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, 
halogen, C1-C4 haloalkyl, C1-C4 haloalkoxy, or NRgR?; wherein 
Re and R7 are independently H, Ci-Cg alkyl, phenyl (Ci - 

C4) alkyl, C2-C6 alkanoyl, phenyl (C1-C4) alkanoyl , wherein 
the phenyl groups are optionally substituted with 1, 
2, 3, or 4 groups that are independently halogen, C1-C4 
alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, NO2, OH, NH2, NH (Ci-Cs) alkyl , N(Ci- 
Cs) alkyl (Ci-Ce) alkyl, CF3, or OCF3, and 
Z is NHC(O) phenyl, — W4e3.--e 4 alkyl) C (0) phenyl , or p henyl, wherein 
the phenyl groups arc group is optionally substituted with 
1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 groups that are independently Ci-Cg alkyl, 
Ci-Cg alkoxy, halogen, C1-C2 haloalkyl, C1-C2 haloalkoxy, or 
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Claim 8 . (Currently Amended) A compound according to 

claim 7, wherein 

Ri is H, or C1-C4 alkyl; 

R2 is phenyl, phenyl (C1-C4) alkyl, Ci-Cg alkyl, wherein the phenyl 
portion, or both are optionally substituted with a total of 
1, 2, 3, or 4 groups that are independently halogen, C1-C4 
alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, or -SO2- (C1-C4) alkyl; 

Rio is H, C1-C4 alkyl, wherein the alkyl group is optionally 

substituted with phenyl, which is optionally substituted 
with 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups that are independently Ci-Cg 
alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, halogen, OH, NO2, CF3, or OCF3 ; and 

At least one of R20 and R21, is H, while the other is H, halogen, 
C1-C4 alkyl, OH, C1-C4 alkoxy, NO2, NH2, NH (Ci-Cg) alkyl, or 
N(Ci-C6) alkyl (Ci-Ce) alkyl, 

the A ring is thiazolyl, pyrazolyl, dihydropyrazolyl , 
benzof uranyl , imidazolyl, isothiazolyl , pyrrolyl, 
pyrimidyl, or oxazolyl, each of which is optionally 
s\abstituted with 1, or 2 groups that are independently, 
halogen, Ci-Cg alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, haloalkyl, haloalkoxy, 
NO2, NH2, NH(Ci-C6) alkyl, N ( Ci-Cg ) alkyl (Ci-Cg) alkyl ; 

Q is H, phenyl, naphthyl, phenyl , naphthyl , pyridyl, pyrimidyl, 
f uranyl, thienyl, piperidinyl, pyrrolidinyl , or piperazinyl 
each of which is optionally substituted with 1, 2, 3, 4, or 
5 groups that are independently alkoxycarbonyl , Ci-Cg alkyl, 
Ci-Cg alkoxy, halogen, CF3, OCF3, or NRgRy,- wherein 
Rg and R7 are independently H, Ci-Cg .alkyl, phenyl (Ci - 

C4) alkyl, C2-Cg alkanoyl, phenyl (C1-C4) alkanoyl , wherein 
the phenyl groups are optionally substituted with 1, 
2, 3, or 4 groups that are independently halogen, C1-C4 
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alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, NO2, OH, NH2, NH (Ci-Cg) alkyl , N(Ci- 
C6)alkyl (Ci-C6)alkyl, CF3, or OCF3, and 
Z is NHC (0) phenyl , ^^€3,-64 . alkyl ) C (0) phenyl , or p henyl , wherein 



1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 groups that are independently Ci-Cg alkyl, 
Ci-Cs alkoxy, halogen, C1-C2 haloalkyl, C1-C2 haloalkoxy, or 
N02^^ 



Claim 9. (Previously Presented) A compound according to 
claim 8, wherein 

R2 is phenyl, benzyl, phenethyl, or Ci-Cs alkyl, wherein the 

phenyl portion is optionally substituted with a total of 1, 
2, 3, or 4 groups that are independently halogen, C1-C4 
alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, or -SO2- (C1-C4) alkyl; 

Q is phenyl or pyridyl, each of which is optionally substituted 
with 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 groups that are independently Ci-Cs 
alkoxycarbonyl , Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, halogen, CF3, 
OCF3, or NRsR?; wherein 

Rg and R7 are independently H, Ci-Cg alkyl, phenyl (Ci- 



C4) alkyl, C2-C6 alkanoyl, phenyl (C1-C4) alkanoyl , wherein 
the phenyl groups are optionally substituted with 1, 
2, 3, or 4 groups that are independently halogen, C1-C4 
alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, NO2, OH, NH2, NH (Ci-Cg) alkyl, N(Ci- 
C6)alkyl (Ci-Cs) alkyl, CF3, or OCF3, and 



Z is phenyl, which is optionally substituted with 1, 2, 3, 4, or 

5 groups that are independently Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, 
halogen, C1-C2 haloalkyl, C1-C2 haloalkoxy, or NO2 . 

Claim 10. (Currently Amended) A compound according to 
claim 1, wherein 



the phenyl group 1 



group is optionally substituted with 



MHC(O) (C^ -Q 4) alkyl (C^ -G: ^) cyoloalkyl , 
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n is 0, 1, 2, or 3; 

Ri is H, Ci-Cg alkyl, phenyl (Ci-Cs) alkyl, or C3-C6 alkenyl; 

R2 is phenyl, phenyl (C1-C4) alkyl, Ci-Cg alkyl, - (C1-C4) alkyl- 
C(0)NH2, - (C1-C4) alkyl-C{0)NH(Ci-C4) alkyl, - (Ci-C4) alkyl- 
C(0)N(Ci-C4)alkyl(Ci-C4) alkyl, - (C1-C4) alkyl-S (O) b- (C1-C4) 
alkyl, (C1-C4) hydroxyalkyl, - (C1-C4) alkyl -pyridinyl , - (Ci- 
C4) alkyl -piperidinyl, - (C1-C4) alkyl -pyrrol idinyl , or - (Ci- 
C4) alkyl -tetrahydr of uranyl, wherein the heterocycloalkyl 
group is optionally fused to a phenyl ring and wherein the 
heterocycloalkyl portion, the phenyl portion, or both are 
optionally substituted with a total of 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups 
that are independently halogen, C1-C4 alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, 
-SO2- (C1-C4) alkyl, C1-C4 haloalkyl, or C1-C4 haloalkoxy; 
wherein b is 0, 1, or 2 ; 

R3 is H or -CO2R1, 

R20/ R21, R22/ and R23 are independently selected from H, 

phenylalkoxy, phenylalkyl, halogen, alkyl, OH, alkoxy, NO2, 
NH2, NHCCi-Cs) alkyl, N (Ci-Cg) alkyl (Ci-Cg) alkyl , NH-phenyl, 
-N(Ci-C4 alkyl )C(0) phenyl, -NHC (O) phenyl , NHphenylalkyl , 
NHC(O) - (C1-C4) alkyl -phenyl, N(Ci-C4 alkyl) C (O) - (C1-C4) 
alkyl -phenyl, N (C1-C4) alkyl -phenyl , -NHSO2 -phenyl , -N(Ci- 
C4alkyl) S02phenyl , or -N (Ci-C4alkyl) phenylalkyl , wherein the 
phenyl group is optionally substituted with 1, 2, 3, or 4 
groups that are independently Ci-Ce alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, 
halogen, OH, NO2, haloalkyl, haloalkoxy; and 

L is -SO2NH-, or -S02N(Ci-C4) alkyl-, NllSOa -; 9—; C(0)NII , 

C(0)N (0^ -6 4) alkyl , SQi—, C (0) (C^ -€ 4) alkyl , fGi-€4-)- 

alkyl C(0) — -, NH— ? ^^€^-6 4) alkyl , wherein the alkyl group 

is optionally substituted with phenyl, which is optionally 
substituted with 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups that are 
independently Ci-Cs alkyl, Ci-Ce alkoxy, halogen, OH, NO2, 
haloalkyl, or haloalkoxy. 



Claim 11. (Currently Amended) A compound according to 
claim 10, wherein 
the A ring is thiazolyl, pyrazolyl, quinolinyl, 

dihydropyrazolyl , benzof uranyl , dibenzof uranyl , pyrimidyl, 
naphthyl , quinazolinyl, benzo [b] thiophene , imidazolyl , 
f uranyl, isothiazolyl , pyrrolyl, oxazolyl, triazolyl, each 
of which is optionally substituted with 1, 2, or 3 groups 
that are independently, halogen, Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci-C4 alkoxy, 
Ci-Cg alkoxycarbonyl , haloalkyl, haloalkoxy, NO2, NH2, NH(Ci- 
Cg) alkyl, or N (Ci-Cg) alkyl (d-Cg) alkyl ; 
Q is H, phenyl, naphthyl, phenyl , naphthyl , -phenyl -carbonyl- 
phenyl, -phenyl - (C1-C4) alkyl- phenyl, -phenyl -pyr idyl , 
-phenyl -pyrimidyl , -phenyl -oxazolyl , -phenyl -thiazolyl , 
-phenyl - imidazolyl , -phenyl -pyrrolyl , -phenyl -piperidinyl , 
-phenyl -pyrrol idinyl , -phenyl -piperazinyl , -phenyl - 
morphol inyl , -phenyl - thiomorphol inyl , -phenyl - 
thiomorpholinyl dioxide, -phenyl-, pyridyl, pyrimidyl, 
f uranyl, thienyl, pyrrolyl, imidazolyl, -pyridyl- (Ci- 
C4) alkyl -phenyl , -pyrimidyl - (C1-C4) alkyl -phenyl , 
morphol inyl, thiomorpholinyl, thiomorpholinyl dioxide, 
imidazolidinyl , tetrahydrof uranyl , tetrahydrothienyl , 
piperidinyl, pyrrolidinyl , or piperazinyl, wherein the 
aforementioned cyclic groups are optionally substituted 
with 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 groups that are independently 
alkoxycarbonyl, Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, halogen, C1-C4 
haloalkyl, C1-C4 haloalkoxy, NRgR?, or phenyl; wherein 
Rg and R7 are independently H, Ci-Cg alkyl, phenyl (Ci- 

C6)alkyl, C2-CS alkanoyl, phenyl (Ci-Cg) alkanoyl , Ci-Cg 
alkoxycarbonyl , phenyl (Ci-Cg) alkoxycarbonyl , 
pyridylcarbonyl, furanylcarbonyl , pyridyl, pyrimidyl, 
piperidinylcarbonyl, pyrrol idinyl carbonyl , -C(0)NH2, - 
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C{0)NH(Ci-C6)alkyl, -C (O) N (Ci-Cg) alkyl (Ci-Cg) alkyl , or - 
S02-phenyl, wherein the cyclic .groups are optionally 
substituted with 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups that are 
independently halogen, C1-C4 alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, NO2, 
OH, NH2, NH(Ci-C6) alkyl, N (C1-C5) alkyl (Ci-Cg) alkyl , C1-C2 
haloalkyl or C1-C2 haloalkoxy, and 

Z is NHC (0) phenyl , M-fGj,— G 4 allcyl ) C ( 0 ) phenyl , — es^phenyl , wherein 

the phenyl groups are group is optionally substituted with 
1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 groups that are independently Ci-Ce alkyl, 
Ci-Cg alkoxy, halogen, C1-C4 haloalkyl, C1-C4 haloalkoxy, or 
NO2. 

Claim 12. (Currently Amended) A compound according to 
claim 11, wherein 
K-20f R21/ R-22/ and R23 are independently selected from H, 

phenylalkoxy, benzyl, phenethyl, halogen, Ci-Cg alkyl, OH, 
alkoxy, NO2, NH2, NH (Ci-Cg) alkyl, N (Ci-Cg) alkyl (Ci-Cg) alkyl , 
NH-phenyl, NHphenylalkyl , N (C1-C4) alkyl-phenyl , -NHSO2- 
phenyl, -N(Ci-C4alkyl) S02phenyl, or -N (Ci-C4alkyl) phenyl (Ci - 
Cg) alkyl, wherein the phenyl group is optionally substituted 
with 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups that are independently Ci-Cg 
alkyl, Ci-Ce alkoxy, halogen, OH, NO2, haloalkyl, 
haloalkoxy; 

L is -SO2NH-, or -S02N(Ci-C4) alkyl-, MHSOa — 9— ? C(0)NH , 

C(0)N(Ct -e j alkyl , S©^-; C (O) {C^ -G ^) alkyl , ^^-G^-)- 

alkyl C(0) — ; — NH , — ^HGi— 64.-^ — allcyl , wherein the alkyl group 
is optionally substituted with phenyl, which is optionally 
substituted with 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups that are 
independently Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, halogen, OH, NO2, 
haloalkyl, or haloalkoxy; or 

Ri is H, Ci-Ce alkyl, phenyl (Ci-Cg) alkyl , or Ca-Cg alkenyl ; 
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Ra is phenyl, phenyl (C1-C4) alkyl , Ci-Cg alkyl, - (C1-C4) alkyl- 

pyridinyl, (C1-C4) hydroxyalkyl , wherein the phenyl ring is 
optionally substituted with a total of 1, 2, 3, or 4 groups 
that are independently halogen, C1-C4 alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, 
-SO2- (C1-C4) alkyl, C1-C4 haloalkyl, or C1-C4 haloalkoxy; 

the A ring is thiazolyl , pyrazolyl , dihydropyrazolyl , 
benzof uranyl , dibenzof uranyl , pyrimidyl, naphthyl , 
quinazolinyl, benzo [b] thiophene, imidazolyl, isothiazolyl , 
or pyrrolyl, each of which is optionally substituted with 
1, 2, or 3 groups that are independently, halogen, Ci-Ce 
alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, Ci-Cg alkoxycarbonyl , haloalkyl, 
haloalkoxy, NO2, NH2, NH (Ci-Cg) alkyl , or N (Ci-Cg) alkyl (Ci- 
Ce ) alkyl; 

Q is H , phenyl , naphthyl , phenyl , naphthyl , -phenyl -carbonyl- 
phenyl, -phenyl - (C1-C4) alkyl- phenyl, -phenyl -pyr idyl , 
-phenyl -pyrimidyl , -phenyl -imidazolyl , -phenyl -pyrrolyl, 
-phenyl -piperazinyl, -phenyl -morphol inyl , -phenyl - 
thiomorpholinyl dioxide, -phenyl-, pyridyl, pyrimidyl, 
furanyl, thienyl, pyrrolyl, imidazolyl, -pyridyl- (Ci- 
C4) alkyl -phenyl , -pyrimidyl- (C1-C4) alkyl -phenyl , 
morpholinyl, thiomorpholinyl, thiomorpholinyl dioxide, 
imidazolidinyl , tetrahydrofuranyl , tetrahydrothienyl , 
piperidinyl , pyrrolidinyl , or piperazinyl, wherein the 
aforementioned cyclic groups are optionally substituted 
with 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 groups that are independently 
alkoxycarbonyl, Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci-Ce alkoxy, halogen, C1-C4 
haloalkyl, C1-C4 haloalkoxy, NRgRv, or phenyl; wherein 
Rg and R7 are independently H, Ci-Cg alkyl, phenyl (Ci- 

Cg) alkyl, C2-C6 alkanoyl, phenyl (Ci-Cg) alkanoyl , Ci-Cg 
alkoxycarbonyl , phenyl ( Ci - Cg ) alkoxycarbonyl , 
pyridyl carbonyl , furanyl carbonyl , piperidinylcarbonyl , 
pyrrol idinylcarbonyl, -C(0)NH2, -C (0) NH (Ci-Cg) alkyl , 
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-C(0)N(Ci-C6)alkyl (Ci-Ce)alkyl, or -SOz-phenyl, wherein 
the cyclic groups are optionally siibstituted with 1, 
2, 3, or 4 groups that are independently halogen, C1-C4 
alkyl, C1-C4 alkoxy, NO2, OH, NH2, NH(Ci-C6) alkyl, N(Ci- 
Cg) alkyl (Ci-Cg) alkyl, C1-C2 haloalkyl or C1-C2 
haloalkoxy, and 

Z is phenyl, wherein the phenyl group is optionally substituted 
with 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 groups that are independently Ci-Ce 
alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, halogen, C1-C4 haloalkyl, C1-C4 
haloalkoxy, or NO2. 

Claims 13-19. (Canceled) 

Claim 20. (original) A pharmaceutical composition 
comprising a compound according to claim 1 and at least one 
pharmaceutically acceptable carrier, solvent, adjuvant or 
excipient . 

Claim 21. (original) A method of treating diabetes, 
comprising administering to a patient in need of such treatment 
a pharmaceutically acceptable amount of a compound of claim 1. 

Claim 22. (Currently Amended) A compound according to 
claim 1 which is 

N- ({4- [3- (4-methoxyphenyl) -5- (4-pentylphenyl) -4 , 5-dihydro-lH- 
pyrazol-l-yl] phenyl }sulfonyl) -N-methylphenylalanine; 

N-methyl-N- [ (4-{5- (4-pentylphenyl) -3- [4- 
(trif luoromethoxy) phenyl] -4 , 5-dihydro-lH-pyrazol-l- 
yl }phenyl ) sulf onyl] phenylalanine ; 

N- ( {4- [3- (4-methoxyphenyl) -5- (4-pentylphenyl) -lH-pyrazol-1- 
yl] phenyl } sulf onyl ) -N-methylphenylalanine ; 
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N-methyl-N- [ (4- {5- (4-pentylphenyl) -3- [4- 
(trif luoromethoxy) phenyl] -lH-pyrazol-1- 
yl } phenyl) sulfonyl] phenylalanine ; 

N- { {4- [5- {4-butoxyphenyl) -3- (4-methoxyphenyl) -lH-pyrazol-1- 
yl] phenyl} sulfonyl) -N-methylphenylalanine ; 

N- ( {4- [5- (4-isopropylphenyl) -3- (4-niethoxyphenyl) -lH-pyrazol-1- 
yl] phenyl } sulfonyl) -N-methylphenylalanine; 

N ( {4 — E-3 — [ ( 4 - ohlorobonaoyl ) amino] — 5 — (4 cthylphcnyl) — 1,3 thiazol 
4 yl] phenyl joulfonyl) N mothylphcnylalaninc 

N- ((4- [2- [ (4-chlorobenzoyl)amino] -5- (4-ethylphenyl) -1,3-thiazol- 
4-yl] phenyl} sulfonyl) -N-methylphenylalanine; 

N- [ (4- {4-bromo-3- (4-methoxyphenyl) -5- [4- (trifluoromethyl) phenyl] - 
IH-pyrazol-l-yl} phenyl) sulfonyl] -N-methylphenylalanine; 

N- { {4- [5- (4-bromophenyl) -3- (4-methoxyphenyl) -lH-pyrazol-1- 
yl] phenyl } sulfonyl ) -N-methylphenylalanine ; 

N- ({4- [2- [ (cyclopentylacetyl) amino] -5- (4-ethylphenyl) -1,3- 
thiazol -4 -yl] phenyl } sulfonyl ) -N-methyl -L -phenylalanine ; 

N- ({4- [2- (4-chlorophenyl) -5- (4-ethylphenyl) -1, 3-thiazol-4- 
yl] phenyl } sulfonyl ) -N-methyl -L-phenylalanine ; 

N- ( {4- [5- (4-ethylphenyl) -2- (6-methoxypyridin-3-yl) -1, 3 -thiazol -4- 
yl] phenyl} sulfonyl) -N-methyl -L-phenylalanine; 

N- [ (4-(3- (4-chlorophenyl) -5- [4- (trifluoromethyl ) phenyl] -IH- 
pyrazol-l-yl } phenyl) sulfonyl] -N-methylphenylalanine; 

N- ( {4- [3- (4-chlorophenyl) -5- (4-ethylphenyl) -lH-pyrazol-1- 
yl] phenyl } sulfonyl) -N-methylphenylalanine ; 

N- [ (4- {4-bromo-3- (4-chlorophenyl) -5- [4- (trifluoromethyl ) phenyl] - 
IH-pyrazol-l-yl } phenyl) sulfonyl] -N-methylphenylalanine; 

N- ({4- [4-bromo-3- (4-chlorophenyl) -5- (4-ethylphenyl) -lH-pyrazol-1- 
yl] phenyl } sulfonyl ) -N-methylphenylalanine ; 

N- ( {4- [5- (4-bromophenyl) -3- (4-chlorophenyl) -IH-pyrazol-l- 
yl] phenyl } sulfonyl ) -N-methylphenylalanine ; 

N- ({4- [3- (4-chlorophenyl) -5- (4-pentylphenyl) -lH-pyrazol-1- 
yl] phenyl} sulfonyl) -N-methylphenylalanine; 
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N- ( (4- [4-bromo-3- (4-chlorophenyl) -5- ( 4 -pentylphenyl ) -IH-pyrazol- 
1 - y 1 ] phenyl } sul f ony 1 ) - N -me t hy Ipheny 1 al anine ; 

N- ({4- [5- (4-chlorophenyl) -2- ( 4 -ethy Ipheny 1) -1, 3-thiazol-4- 
yl] phenyl } sulf onyl ) -N-ethyl -L-phenylalanine ; 

N- {{4- [5- (4-chlorophenyl) -2- (4-ethylphenyl) -1, 3-thiazol-4- 
yl] phenyl } sulf onyl ) phenylalanine ; 

N- ({4- [2, 5 -bis (4-ethylphenyl) -1, 3-thiazol-4- 
yl ] phenyl } sul f onyl ) phenylalanine ; 

2- ({4- [2- (2-Cyclopentyl-acetylamino) -5- (4 -ethyl -phenyl) -thiazol- 
4-yl] -benzenesulf onyl} -methyl -amino) -3 -phenyl -propionic acid; 

2- ({4- [2- (4-Chloro-benzoylamino) -5- ( 4 - ethyl -phenyl ) -thiazol-4- 
yl] -benzenesulf onyl} -methyl -amino) -3 -phenyl -propionic acid; 

2- ({4- [5- (4-Chloro-phenyl) -2- (4 -ethyl -phenyl) -thiazol-4-yl] - 
benzenesulf onyl } -ethyl-amino) -3 -phenyl -propionic acid; 

2- {4- [5- (4-Chloro-phenyl) -2- (4 -ethyl -phenyl) -thiazol-4-yl] - 
benzenesulf onylamino} -3 -phenyl-propionic acid; 

2- ({4- [2- (4-Chloro-phenyl) -5- (6-methoxy-pyridin-3-yl) -thiazol-4- 
yl] -benzenesulfonyl} -ethyl-amino) -3 -phenyl -propionic acid; 
or pharmaceutically acceptable salts thereof . 
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